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Colossians 2:13-15 (TLB)

You were dead in sins, and your sinful desires were not yet cut away. Then he gave you a
share in the very life of Christ, for he forgave all your sins, and blotted out the charges
proved against you, the list of his commandments which you had not obeyed. He took this
list of sins and destroyed it by nailing it to Christ’s cross. In this way God took away
Satan’s power to accuse you of sin, and God openly displayed to the whole world Christ’s
triumph at the cross where your sins were all taken away.

We continue with the study The Prodigal God which has the subtitle: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith.
It has been interesting doing this study while also working with one of the largest confirmation classes that St. Johns
has experienced in many years. On Sunday, March 12th we had four baptisms, two from our confirmation class, and
each young person had a younger sister who also desired to be baptized. The moment was very moving on in several
ways. The fact that these young sisters wanted to be baptized with their older brother and sister displayed a family
devotion that was touching. I have watched these children grow toward being accountable for themselves and I will
always be known to them as “Pastor Jon.” It was an inspiration to see these parents and children sharing together as a
part of the “body of Christ” at St. Johns. This moment illustrated, in a clear and compelling way, “the heart of the
Christian Faith!”

The problem we confront in the church is a “spiritual amnesia” as one person calls it. We, as Christians, are
always in danger of forgetting the experience of coming to Christ. This is not new. Remembering God’s grace, power
and commands have always been a challenge for God’s people. In the 10 Commandments, the people of Israel were
commanded, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” (Exodus 20:8) They were called to “remember”
something even deeper: that God rested on the seventh day during creation. We are called on the Sabbath to follow
God’s example and commanded to rest. All the festivals (Passover, Tabernacles, Pentecost, etc) were given to the
children of Israel so that they would remember what God has done for them. As Christians, we too are called to
“remember.” As Jesus was sharing the first communion with his disciples during their Passover meal he says: “do this
in remembrance of me.” (Luke 19:20) We are told over and over again to remember because we are endanger of
“spiritual amnesia” of forgetting God’s power in our lives and in this world.

This confirmation class reminded me of Colossians 2:12-15. As they will make their public professions of faith
on Sunday, March 19th and April 9th, it is an important step in their desire to be faithful to Jesus Christ. Many of them
may have claimed Jesus as Lord in their hearts, but this step is “going public.” They are telling their church family and
everyone gathered that they are a follower of Jesus Christ. They are also proclaiming that they are no longer “dead” to
Christ in their sinfulness, but due to what Christ has done upon the cross their sins have been forgiven… canceled…
blotted out! In the process of canceling the debt of their sinfulness, Jesus is making them alive with him! We must
always remember that Jesus has also made us alive together with him. This is the life-long task of the Christians life: to
remember that we are endanger of forgetting what God has done for us. You may think that you would never forget
this. But it is more than remembering the past, it is continuing to experience Jesus making us alive with him, of
quickening our hearts that are prone to wander away like lost sheep. I mentored two youth in the confirmation process.
I have encouraged both of them do the things that will help them to experience remembering what Jesus has done:
worship, pray, listen to God’s word, serve Jesus, love one another. These are given to us to help us experience being
made alive with Jesus, to help us remember God’s grace and power through His Son to us.

The Prodigal God study has enhanced this need to remember (if you would like to watch the Prodigal God video by
Tim Keller, go to this link, https://youtu.be/k_kqG361rT0). It is based on Luke 15:11-32, the story that is called the
“Parable of the Prodigal Son.” Tim Keller, the author of this study, reminds us there are two sons in this parable and
both are in need of the redemption of their Father. The one who clearly finds forgiveness and restoration is the
younger son who remembers his Father’s house and goes to ask for forgiveness. The other elder son forgets that he
should honor the forgiveness of the Father, the compassion of the Father, the grace of the Father that has been freely
given to his younger brother. Instead, the elder brother becomes angry and resentful because he remembers what he
has done for the Father, but he forgets what the Father has done for him. Recovering the heart of Christ begins with
remembering, at every stage of life, what God has done for us… that we have been made alive with Jesus and every
sinful debt has been nailed to His cross! Celebrate with this confirmation class as they come to claim this redemption
for all of their life! Below is a list of their names, continue to lift them up in prayer and if you know them, offer them a
word of encouragement!
In Christ,

Leighton Austin

Lilly Moore

Georgia Avret

Will Moore

Mary Cofran

Olivia Nolan

Brennan Doherty

Winnie Pajcic

Reed Hanigan

Curry Pajcic

Brian Jackson

Thomas Stanly

Bruce Jackson Jr.

Cross Thomas

Merri Jones

Tripp Vogt

Kutler Kornutik

Colee Williams

Siddalee Kornutik

Graham Worley

Wednesday Men’s
group:
¨

¨

Every Wednesday

Maple street biscuit co.
¨

6-7:15Am

Men’s prayer Breakfast:
¨

Every second and fourth
Tuesday of the month
¨

Fellowship Hall
¨

¨

7Am

March & April Schedule:

03/14 | 03/28 |04/11|04/25

Women’s Bible Study
The women’s group meets in the
Fellowship Hall on the first Monday of every month. They will be
continuing “The Screwtape
Letters” by C. S. Lewis on
April 3, 2017 at 10AM

Please Contact Diane McFadden at

(904) 384-0493 or for further
information.

Wind is a curious thing. It can gently tease strands of your hair loose to float around your
face just as easily as it can tear roofs off buildings. March is a month of wind, as it is said to “come in
like a lion and go out like a lamb.” It makes me think of the winds of change. What do we, as Christians,
do when these winds enter our lives and play havoc with our plans, our hopes, our dreams?

I am a survivor of many winds of change, including moving multiple times in my life and living
through, then getting myself and my sons out of, an abusive marriage. Most recently, my life changed
dramatically with the death of my beloved husband, Jack. I was faced with continuing on without him,
moving ahead with my life in this “new reality.” I am not alone. I have heard the heartbreaking stories of
moving past a devastating illness, a stroke, a horrifying accident, the loss of a child, a spouse, a parent.
Since God allows these events to happen, surely, He has given us the tools we need to use to walk
through the heartache and grief. I believe He has.

The number one tool He has given us, in my opinion, is the Bible. I have found solace and
strength particularly in the Psalms. In them, there is language that speaks of God as our tower, our
refuge, the wings under which we are covered, our fortress, our shield, and our bulwark. We are told,
“You will not be afraid of the terror by night or the arrow that flies by day.” (Psalm 91:5) We are assured
that He is our Rock, a symbol for something solid and stable, which stands up to substantial wind.
Psalm 121 says it so well:
“I will lift up my eyes to the mountains, from whence shall my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
The sun will not smite you by day, nor the moon at night.

The Lord will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.
The Lord will guard your going out and your coming in
From this time forth and forever.”

Another tool I believe He gives us is the succor and compassion of close Christian friends.
They rush to our sides, hold us when we’re hurting, help us do the difficult things that need to be done.
They feed us, love us, listen to us, help hold us up. I am so thankful for everyone who came to me out of
love and deep concern, and who have helped me through the darkness and depth of despair into the
light of a new day.

Still another tool is prayer. In praying, we reveal our deepest fears, our most private thoughts. We
praise God over and over for who He is and how much He loves us. We spill our guts, not holding
anything back. We empty ourselves of all that’s holding us back from a closer relationship with the One
who made us and knows our heart of hearts. We listen, for His still small voice, for the answers, for the
right questions we need to be asking. We know the presence of the Holy Spirit who intercedes for us.
“And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should,
but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.” (Romans 8:26)
When the winds of change come slamming into your life, remember that God never leaves our
side. Take comfort from these words which have buoyed me up: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you
go.” (Joshua 1:9) Look for His promises in the Bible, believe them, and tuck them into your heart. Lean
on Christian friends who love you. And pray! Pray with everything in you. It’s the best way to tame those
winds of change.
Lisa Reinhard
All verses taken from the New American Standard Bible.

Dear Little Flock,
Spring has sprung! It really feels like this winter was so very short, and here we are
in March!
There are so many exciting things going on in the life of our church and Children's
Ministry. We recently completed our Confirmation class of 2017 with 21 students! It
was such a joy to walk alongside these 6th-12th graders and watch their deepening
understanding of God and what Jesus did for them. I hope the tradition of
Confirmation is one that you look forward to for your own child! It was certainly a

blessing to us.
We have also entered the season of Lent, and Toddlers and Children's Church will be
exploring more about Jesus' ministry, death, and resurrection. This is such a
powerful season for our little ones and I look forward to seeing all of you at church. I
encourage you to talk to your children after they've attended on Sunday. Find out
more about what they learned from the story and see if there are any questions to be
answered. Deep spiritual truths are uncovered at an early age, and I want to be sure
we are all encouraging this exploration.
Easter is a particularly joyous time in the life of the church and I look forward to
celebrating with you and your family!
With Love,
Stephanie

Lent Small Group Schedule:
Leader: Kevin Hunger / Pastor Jon
LoveLady

day / time / Location: tHursday / 6Pm /
FeLLowsHiP HaLL
Begins: tHursday, marcH 2, 2017

*cHiLdcare is Provided

Leader: BiLL & diane mcFadden

day / time / Location: monday / 6Pm /
mcFadden Home
Begins: monday, marcH 6, 2017
Leader: tony nasraLLaH

day / time / Location: tuesday / 7Pm /
nasraLLaH Home
Begins: tuesday, marcH 7, 2017
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