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We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we went through in the province of Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and we thought we would
never live through it. In fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and
learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead. And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he will
rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in him, and he will continue to rescue us.
2 Corinthians 1:8-10 (NLT)
It is always interesting to me as we go through Easter there seems to be the feeling of “what’s next?”
Unfortunately, I think we come to Easter Day thinking that it is the end of a season, rather than the beginning
of a revolution! Think about it for just a moment, if Jesus had only risen from the dead and the disciples had
not encountered Jesus after the resurrection, then I am certain that we would not be here today. Those early
believers would have lost the energy, excitement and enthusiasm for following Jesus. Easter morning was
only the beginning of encountering the resurrected Jesus and encountering the resurrection power in life
itself. These disciples were afraid and alone but as they connected with the resurrected Christ, their fear was
replaced with confidence. The emptiness of being alone was replaced with the fullness of the Holy Spirit,
which is the Spirit of Jesus.
We cannot forget that this is where most of us live! We fall into the trap of thinking that Easter is nice and
underestimate the life giving encounter that is available for our lives. As we move into the season after Easter
our sermon series, “Encountering Resurrection,” will explore the great transforming power that the moment
of resurrection brings into all of our lives. We will focus on Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians
(2 Corinthians). We often put the apostles on a higher spiritual level than a “normal” person! When we do
this, we forget that Paul and the other disciples were flesh and blood, muscle and bone just like us. They
experienced exhaustion and frustration as well as joy and hope. This is especially true for Paul and his
relationship with the Corinthian church. He writes to them about his encounter with the resurrection power,
but this time not on the road to Damascus (where he was converted) but in process of doing God’s mission.
We are not certain what had happened in Asia with Paul and his missionary team but he says, “For we were
so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself.” (2Corinthins 1:8 ESV) The word for
“despaired” is a rare word that means Paul could not see a way out of the difficulty. From everything that he
could see, from every bit of data he could collect, it seems they were not going to make it! But then
something changed…out this desperate bleak circumstance, God injected the resurrection power that is
able to transform bleak into brilliance! Sara Groves has a song entitled, “Something Changed,”
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMRmbWS9_7I) it beautifully communicates the experience
encountering resurrection amid the depth of despair. I think this is what happened to Paul in Asia and it
was a great lesson for him and his team. It taught him that his strength was limited, but God’s power is
transformative and by God’s grace it came to them at just the right moment.
What we find as we go through the history of the Christian faith is a continual encounter with this
resurrection power. Darlene Deibler Rose was a missionary to Dutch East Indies just before the start of World
War II. After the Japanese took over the East Indies she was imprisoned in the concentration camp at
Kampili. During her time at the camp she was accused of being a spy and put in the prison for Allied troops.
She was taken to her cell of solitary confinement and inscription over the cell read: “This person must die.”
She writes:

I listened to the footsteps of the guard recede on the concrete walkway. When he
was gone beyond hearing, I sank back onto my heels. My face and hands were wet with
cold perspiration, never had I known such terror. Suddenly I found I was singing a song
that I had learned as a little girl in Sunday school in Boone, Iowa:
Fear not little flock, whatever your lot,
He enters all rooms, the doors being shut,
He never forsakes, he never is gone,
So count on his presence from darkness till dawn!
Only believe, only believe, all things are possible, only believe.
So tenderly my Lord wrapped His strong arms of quietness and calm about me. I know
they could lock me in, but they couldn’t lock my wonderful Lord out. Jesus was in the cell
with me. (Evidence Not Seen, pp. 125-126)
Where do you need to find this power at work in your life? Join us on this after Easter
journey to Encounter Resurrection! It is my prayer that you will find this encounter with new life
and new hope. “He is risen! He is risen, indeed!” is not just for Easter morning, but it is for the
dark and desolate places of our lives where our strength has failed but we encounter the
resurrected Christ! Amen.
In Christ,
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April & May Schedule:

04/11|04/25 |5/9 | 5/23

Women’s Bible Study

The women’s group meets in the
Fellowship Hall on the first Monday
of every month. They will be
continuing “The Screwtape
Letters” by C. S. Lewis on
May 1, 2017 at 10AM

Please Contact Diane McFadden at
(904) 384-0493 or for further
information.

April 13th: Maundy-Thursday Service at Tru-Way, 7pm
April 14th: Good Friday Service at SJPC, 7pm
April 16th: Easter Sunrise Service at Stockton Park, 6:30am
Regular services will follow at SJPC, 9 & 11am

As we enter April, the month of showers preceding May’s flowers, it seems like the
perfect time to reflect on how generously God showers us with His love and His promises. Found
throughout the Bible, these statements of love and promise give us solid rock on which to stand,
even as some of March’s strong winds continue to whisk through our lives.
I turn first to one of my favorite books in the Bible, Ephesians, which is chock full of
promises. Take this one, for instance: “In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all
wisdom and understanding.” (Eph. 1:7-8 NIV) Simply stated, God promises that we are redeemed
and our sins forgiven through the blood of Jesus. A basic and yet vital promise that we can lean
on and build our lives around.
Another promise explains the role of the Holy Spirit: “His presence within us is God’s
guarantee that he really will give us all that he promised; and the Spirit’s seal upon us means that
God has already purchased us and that he guarantees to bring us to himself. This is just one more
reason for us to praise our glorious God.” (Eph. 1:14 TLB) Here is another reason to praise Him:
“May your roots go down deep into the soil of God’s wonderful love; and may you be able to feel
and understand, as all God’s children should, how long, how wide, how deep, and how high his love
really is; and to experience this love for yourselves, though it is so great that you will never see the
end of it or fully know or understand it. And so at last you will be filled up with God
himself.”(Eph. 3:17-19 TLB) What a beautiful image—to be filled with God—and a magnificent
promise.
What if you’re feeling lost and far from God? In Ezekiel, we find these two strong
promises. “For thus says the Lord God: ‘Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them
out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out
My sheep and deliver them from all the places in which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy
day.’” (Eze. 34:11-12 NASB) “For I will gather you out of the nations; I will gather you back from all
the countries and bring you back into your own land…I will give you a new heart and put a new
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”
(Eze. 36:24,26 NIV)

Or what if you’re feeling tired and defeated? “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden light.” (Matt. 11:2830 NIV) Or this one: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up.” (Gal. 6:9 NIV)
What if hopelessness has found its way inside your soul? Try this one: “But He said, ‘The
things which are impossible with men are possible with God.’” (Luke 18:27 TLB) “But Jesus looked at
them and said, ’With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are
possible.” (Mark 10:27 TLB) Or this one: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give up hope and a future.” (Jer. 29:11 NIV) Or
this bold promise: “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels or demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 8: 37-39 NIV)
These are but a small sampling of the multitude of God’s promises. During this month,
search out new promises, let them shower down on you, and bring you hope, love, and light.

By Lisa Reinhard

D-Life is our film and theater ministry aimed at MS and HS youth, providing an
opportunity to participate in ministry and to build skills that are attractive and
beneficial in life, such as being comfortable with public presentations and exercising
God-given gifts and talents. In addition, through the filming and production
process, D-Life seeks to provide an occasion to build significant personal adult
relationships that will bring them back to church after graduation and independence
from their parents.
Upcoming dates are as follows:

4/12(7PM) | 4/23(5PM) | 5/10(7PM) | 5/28(5PM)
Fellowship Hall

VBS 2017 is approaching!

Registration is now open online
Visit:

Sjpcjax.org/vbs
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